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THE NINTH INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS CONFERENCE 

The Ninth International Red Cross Conference met at Washington on 
the 7th of May, 1912. During the ten days that the conference sat (7th- 
17th), very much work was accomplished; at the same time the foreign 
delegates were given an excellent opportunity of seeing the beautiful 
American capital and of enjoying the renowned American hospitality; 
every evening was given up to some entertainment and many of the 
afternoons also. Conspicuous by its charm and beauty was the reception 
of the President and Mrs. Taft on the lawn of the White House. The 
social events culminated in a large banquet given on the 16th by the 
American Red Cross. Next day the delegates took leave of their hos- 
pitable hosts. 

Unfortunately, the President was unable to open the conference in 
person, as had been previously planned, on account of the political cam- 
paign just then running at its height. It was Senator Elihu Root who 
opened the conference and delivered a speech of welcome in which he 
reviewed the great aims of the Red Cross. 

The conference voted thirteen resolutions, some of which are of far- 
reaching importance. 

The first resolution dealt with the character of Red Cross supplies 
and was proposed by Dr. Farkas of Hungary. He emphasized especially 
the advisability of using extremely simple materials in all Red Cross 
work and of having a sufficient supply prepared in advance and always 
easily available. 

Next came the question of dealing with the magnificent donation of 
the Empress of Japan. Her Majesty gave to the Red Cross 100,000 
yen ($50,000) for the encouragement of Red Cross work in times of 
peace. The conference decided to give the foundation the name of Her 
Majesty in order to commemorate this gracious act. The capital is left 
until 1917 to the care of the Japanese Society of the Red Cross, which is 
also to work out the statutes for the future administration of the fund. 
The International Committee of Geneva will in due time consult the 
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different central committees of the Red Cross as to the best ways of 
making use of this capital, which question will be finally settled by the 
tenth conference in 1917. 

In this connection, one must note that lately the peace work of 
the Red Cross has taken very broad forms. All over the world it 
helps the poor and the destitute; in times of calamities agents of 
the Red Cross are always among the first to render aid to the sufferers; 
everyone knows of the splendid work accomplished at Messina, and 
San Francisco, and during the inundations of Paris. Then also the 
Red Cross has done very much in helping the people in cases of epidemics 
and is fighting successfully such scourges of humanity as tuberculosis. 
Thus, very great help has been brought to suffering humanity by the 
work of the Red Cross. At the same time this work during times of 
peace is a splendid school for the Red Cross, keeping its organization in 
active running order and giving it practical experience that is of incal- 
culable value in case of war. Only by thus working during times of 
peace can the Red Cross prepare itself and make itself efficient for its 
great object, the relief of the wounded in times of war. The work of the 
Red Cross in times of peace consequently attains simultaneously two 
aims. The head of the French delegation, General Michal, gave a very 
good example of the case by saying that if the Red Cross should not 
work during times of peace preparing itself for the work in time of war, 
it would be like a fire engine never tried before a fire, so that when a 
fire really broke out and the engine was needed, it would be found that 
the machinery was rusted and the engine would not work. 

Following the proposal of the Servian Red Cross, the conference 
adopted a resolution asking the governments to provide legal guaranties 
for the existing rights and privileges of the Red Cross and grant it 
Red Cross as well some new privileges, as, for example, freedom of cus- 
tom duties, exemption of taxes, free postage, etc. 

A vote of thanks was passed by the conference addressed to all the 
governments which introduced into their respective parliaments proj- 
ects of laws guaranteeing the Red Cross from abuses of its name and 
insignia. The question was raised at the conference of London of 1907, 
where the different central committees of the Red Cross were asked to 
report on the measures taken by their governments for the protection of 
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the Red Cross. The committees sent a number of such reports to the 
conference at Washington, which show that the great majority of gov- 
ernments are taking active interest in the matter. Many countries 
have already quite efficient legislation on the question, whereas others 
have introduced such legislation for the consideration of their parlia- 
ments, the latter having not yet had time to pass the required measures. 
It is most encouraging to see how much is done nowadays for the pro- 
tection of the Red Cross and to see how greatly the governments are 
interested in its work, which also proves that the governments have 
great confidence in the Red Cross and in its efficiency. 

At the instigation of the American Red Cross, the conference adopted 
a special resolution dealing with the activity of unauthorized societies 
which make use of the insignia and name of the Red Cross. The con- 
ference had in view an "International Order of the Red Cross," which 
worked without any authorization from the Red Cross Central Com- 
mittee or the American Government, whereas according to the Conven- 
tion of Geneva only such societies can be recognized by the Red Cross as 
are officially recognized by their respective governments. This is an im- 
portant decision of the conference, as much harm can be done by such 
unauthorized societies to the work as well as to the renomm& of the 
Red Cross. The unauthorized associations not being under the general 
control of the Red Cross or of the governments, cannot be made re- 
sponsible for their acts infringing the interests of the Red Cross, and 
certainly will never be allowed by the governments to take any part in 
relief work in times of war. Unfortunately, one can cite many examples 
of such harm having been done to the Red Cross by unauthorized so- 
cieties. 

The conference further passed a resolution concerning aid given to 
the soldiers in times of peace. This question was raised by the Inter- 
national Committee of Geneva, which had in view rendering medical aid 
to sick soldiers in such a way as to create a method of cooperation be- 
tween military and civil medical authorities. 

Further, according to the proposal of the French Red Cross, the con- 
ference agreed on a resolution concerning prisoners of war. The French 
Red Cross asked for the institution of a special committee which should 
be given charge of the work of collecting all the gifts and all that is sent 
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in general from the outside to prisoners of war (for instance, by their 
families and relatives) ; all such gifts it was proposed should be forwarded 
to the International Committee of Geneva, who would ask the neutral 
governments to deliver them to the prisoners of war. Each national 
society ought to have such a special committee organized for this pur- 
pose; the expenses would be covered by the respective societies of the 
Red Cross. 

This matter was deemed by the conference of such importance, that 
a special "rider" was attached to the French resolution, requesting the 
American Red Cross to extract it immediately from the protocols of the 
conference and send it to all the central committees in order to draw their 
attention to the case. It was further decided that the question ought 
to be definitely settled, according to the wishes of the different societies 
of the Red Cross, not later than June first, 1913. 

One can hardly foresee that the governments will make difficulties in 
this matter, considering its humanitarian object. Thus, one may expect 
that next year some solution of it will be successfully worked out, and 
in case of a future war, the Red Cross will be, in consequence, able to 
give its aid to the respective prisoners of war. If one calls to mind the 
example of the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-1905, one can easily see 
how much could be done by the Red Cross in establishing such com- 
munications between the prisoners held in captivity in a far away land 
and their families and relatives, who often do not even know the fate of 
their wounded. 

This may be thus looked upon as the great humanitarian achievement 
of the Ninth Conference. 

The Italian delegates proposed, and the conference unanimously agreed 
to, a resolution asking the societies of the Red Cross to aid in the pub- 
lication and distribution of the International Bulletin of the Red Cross, 
edited and published by the International Committee of Geneva. This 
bulletin is rightly considered as the best possible means for the different 
societies of the Red Cross of the world to keep in touch and to know what 
is being done for the Red Cross and by the Red Cross. 

Further, the conference adopted, according to the Russian proposal, 
new statutes regulating the administration of the international fund 
called "Empress Marie Feodorovna." The income from this fund is 
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distributed every five years in prizes for the best inventions concerning 
the medical aid or the nursing of wounded and suffering soldiers. The 
next distribution will take place in 1917 at the Tenth International 
Conference. The new statutes intrust the Russian Central Committee 
with the administration of the fund, the investments^ etc. The dis- 
tribution of prizes is intrusted to a special international jury, which 
meets at every international conference of the Red Cross and is com- 
posed of eight members, one always being a Russian delegate, a second one 
being a member of the International Committee of Geneva, the other 
six belonging to different countries, selected by lot every five years. 

The Ninth Conference had further to settle the question of the ad- 
ministration of a similar fund called "Empress Augusta." Itwas decided 
that the prizes of this fund shall in the future also be distributed only 
once in every five years by the international conferences. 

Finally, the conference decided to award a special medal in memory of 
Miss Florence Nightingale, the famous nurse of the Crimean War. 
This medal, with a corresponding certificate, is to be given annually to 
six nurses, who have done the best work in helping the sick and wounded 
in times of peace or war. The medals are to be given from the income of 
a fund, called the "Fund of Florence Nightingale." These prizes will 
be distributed by the International Committee of Geneva, the names of 
the candidates for the medals being submitted to the International Com- 
mittee by the national societies of the Red Cross. Each national society 
will have the right to submit the name of only one nurse. The working 
out of details for this plan is intrusted to a special committee, which will 
have to report in the near future to the International Committee. Sir 
John Furley, the eminent representative of the Order of St. John of 
Jerusalem, was elected president of this special committee. 

We see thus that the resolutions adopted by the Ninth Conference 
can be classified into four groups, the first concerning the material used 
by the Red Cross; the second dealing with the aid of soldiers and pris- 
oners of war; the third group of resolutions concerning the question of 
protection of the Red Cross, and, finally, the fourth dealing with the 
different funds now intrusted to and administered by the Red Cross. 

Another group of resolutions, discussed by the conference but not 
voted on nor agreed to, constitute those which the conference found it 
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necessary previous to their final settlement to submit to the considera- 
tion of the international and central committees. They were not deemed 
quite ripe yet for immediate adoption. 
These were: 

1. The Cuban proposition of adopting an international insignia for 
the members of the societies of the Red Cross, superseding the now ex- 
isting national insignia; many members of the conference considered 
the latter and the usual Red Cross mark quite sufficient; they also 
foresaw great difficulties in the way of the adoption of a new interna- 
tional insignia. 

2. The French proposal of introducing Esperanto as the official lan- 
guage of the Red Cross, which should be taught compulsorily to all 
the Red Cross personnel. 

3. The second French proposal of recognizing officially the trained 
dogs used by the Red Cross in the relief work of the wounded on the 
battlefield. This question was rightly considered as belonging to the 
competence of the governments who alone, according to the Geneva 
Red Cross Convention, have the right to decide on such matters. 

4. The Brazilian proposal of erecting a monument to commemorate 
the Red Cross, and the Argentine proposal of establishing a Red Cross 
day to be kept as an international holiday. 

5. The Russian project of having special cards of identification for the 
wounded removed from the battlefields in order that the surgeons in the 
hospitals at the rear could know at first glance if a man has to be op- 
erated on or if transportation is dangerous for him. The French army 
has already established a sort of card of identification (fiches diagnos- 
tiques) which, according to the testimony of the French delegates, has 
proved to be very useful. 

6. The Chinese resolution, concerning the work of the Red Cross in 
countries where the principle of extraterritoriality is applied to foreign 
subjects, was considered by the conference of too great importance from 
the point of view of international law to be adopted without a special 
investigation. The Chinese delegates wanted the conference to express a 
wish according to which the foreign societies of the Red Cross, which 
may be established in countries where foreigners live under the protec- 
tion of extraterritorial rights, would be always subordinated to the local 
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national society of the Red Cross. One may easily see how important 
such a matter could become in China. 

The conference registered with satisfaction the accession of two new 
national societies of the Red Cross in the East, those of China and Siam, 
each of which, according to their reports, have already accomplished a 
great deal of good work. The conference also expressed a sincere wish to 
see at the next conference a representative of a new society of the Red 
Cross of Persia, which country up to the present time has not taken part 
in. the Red Cross work. 

Finally, the conference forwarded to all the committees of the Red 
Cross the invitation, proffered by Mr. Richardson, to take part in the 
San Francisco-Panama Exposition of 1915; the conference expressed the 
hope that the Red Cross will take an active part in it and will provide 
for a section of its own at the exposition. 

The conference disposed in a similar way of the invitations for the 
next (Tenth) International Conference, profferred by the Portuguese 
Red Cross, the Brazilian Red Cross and the Japanese Red Cross. It 
must be added that the Japanese Red Cross had already extended such 
an invitation, at the conference of London of 1907, but preference was 
then given to the American invitation, in consequence of which the 
Ninth Conference was held in Washington. These three invitations were 
sent to the International Committee, which will have to decide by 1914 
and take into consideration the wishes of the different societies of the 
Red Cross as to where the next conference will meet. 

Prop. Baron S. A. Korff, 
University of Finland. 



